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in an angry correspondence with the Council.
Not confining himself to an acrimonious exchange
of letters, he affixed at the sea gate an insulting
proclamation. Phipps ordered it to be removed,
on which Matthews wrote that, if it were not
at once replaced, he would publish it by beat
of drum through Bombay, and, should any re-
sistance be offered, he would not leave a house
standing in the place. In this dilemma the
Council consented to replace it, but, to save
their dignity, added a notice that it was licensed
by the Secretary. It is difficult to see how
this improved the matter. However, Matthews
sailed the next day for Madagascar, so no doubt
the proclamation did not long remain after his
departure.

His absence from Bombay, though doubtless
felt as a relief by Phipps and the Council, was
probably, before long, a cause of regret in the
troubles that shortly beset them : but for the
moment we will follow his movements. Not
contented with his quarrels with the Council,
Matthews was soon at daggers drawn with his
own captains. First he proposed to them to
employ their ships in trading, on condition that